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May it pleaſe Tour moſt excellent Majeſty, | 
8 E Vour Majeſties loyal Subjects cannot but acknow- 
ledge it as a very great Mercy of God ,. that im- 
mediately after your wonderful and peaceable 
Reſtauration unto YourThrone and Government 
(for which we bleſſe his Name) he hath ſtirred up 
our Royal Heart, as to a zealous Declaration a- 
ainſt all Propbaneneſ in the People, So to endea- 
your aut happy compoſing-of the Differences, and 2 . of the ſad 
Breaches which are in the Church. And we ſhall; according to our 
bounden duty, become humble Suiters at the Throne of Grace, that 
the God of Peace who hath put ſuch a thing as this into your Maje- 
ſties Heart, will, by hig heavenly wiſdom and Holy Spirit, ſo aſſiſt 
your Reſolutions, to ſo perfect an effect and 


Vou therein, and brin | 1 
iflue , that all the people of theſe Kingdoms may have abundanc 


cauſe to riſe up and bleſs You, and bleſs God who hath delighted 
in You, e his Inſtrument in fo happy a Work: That as 
Your glorious Progenitor, Henry the Seventh, was nappy In uniting 
the two Houſes of Tork and Lancaſter, and your Grandfather King 
ames (of blefled memory) in uniting the Kingdoms of nd and 
Scotland ;, So this Honour, may be reſerved to your Majeſty Cas 4 
radiant Jewel in your Crown) That by your Princely Wiſdom and 
Chriſhan Moderation, the hearts of the People may be united, and 
the unha 1 and miſ-underſtandings N Bret hren 
in matters Eceleſiaſtical ſs can paſed that the Lord may t One, and 
his Name Ons in the, midit of your Dominion. 
lan tumble Conforning rochiayour f, e che, Hes 
we taking it for granted, chat there is a rm Agreement between 
our Brethren and us in Dodrinal Truths of the Re ormed Keligi 
and in the ſubſtantial parts of Divige Worſhip 3 and that the iffe - 
rences are only in {ame veriow Conceptions about the Ancient Form 
of Church Government, and ſeme particulars about Litur gie and Ce- 
remomies; do in al Wunde cue beu cf er your, Majeſty "repreſent, 
2 | | 
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Firſt, In as much as the utimate end of Church-Government and 
_ is, That Holineſs of Life and the Salvation of Souls may be 
ally promoted, We humbly deſire in the firſt place, that we may 
be ſecured of thoſe things in practice, of which we ſeem to be agreed 
in principles: As, | 
1. That thoſe of our Flocks who are diligent and ſerious about 
the matters of their Salvation, may not by Top of ſcorn, or.any 
abufive uſages, be ſuffered to be reproachfully handled, but may 
have Liberty and Encouragement in their Duties, of exborting and 
provoking one another to Love and to Good Works, and of building 
ane axother in their moſt boly Faith, and by all religious and peace- 
able means of furthering one another in the waies of Et Life; 
who being not therein oppoſite to Church Aſſemblies, nor refafing 
the guidance and inſpection of their Paſtors, and being reſponfible 
for what they do or lay. 

2. That each Congregation may have a Learxed, Orthodox, and 
Godly Paſtor reſiding among them, to the end the People may be. 
publickly inſtructed, by preaching every Lords day, by catecbi ſing 
and frequent adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, and of Baptiſm, and 
other Miniſterial Acts, as the occahons ance of che People 
may require in health and ſikneſs: And effectual proviſion of 
Law may be made, that ſuch as are inſufficient, negligem, or ſcan- 
dalom, may not be allowed or permitted in ſo ſacred a Function 
and Imployment. 

3- That none may be admiged to the Lords Supper, till they can 
competertly underftand the Principles of Chriſtian religion, and do per- 
fonally own their Ba ptiſmal Covenant, by credible profeſſion of Faith 
and Holineſs, not contradifting the ſame by a contrary profeſſion, 
or by a ſcandalous life; and that unto fuch only Confirmetion( if 
continued in the Church) may be adminiſtred. And that the 4. 
probation of the Paſtors, to whom the catechiſing and inſtructing thoſe 
under their Charge doth appertain, may be produced before any 
perſon receive confirmation. Which courſe (we humbly conceive) 
will much conduce to the quieting thaſe ſad Diſputes which have 
greatly troubled the Church of God amongſt us, touching Church- 
Members and Communicants. . 

4. That an effectual courſe may be taken for the Sanfification 
of the Lords day, appropriating the ſame to holy Exerciſes both in 
publick and private, without any unneceſſaty divertiſments ; it be- 
ing certain and by long experience found, that the due AY 
| thereof 
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thereof is a ſpecial means of 2 and promoting the power 
of Godlineſs, and obviating of Prepbaneſi. | 


Then for matters in difference, viz, Church-Goverument, Liturgy, 
and Ceremonies, We bumbly Kepreſent to Tour 
MAJESTY: | 
That alchough __ juſt Reaſons, we do diſſent from the Eo- 
* clefiaſtical Hierarchy or Prelacy diſelaimed in Covenant, as it was 
ſtated and exerciſed in theſe Kingdomes; yet we do not, nor ever 
did renounce the true ancient primitive Epiſcopacy, or Prefiden- 
cy, as it was ballanced or managed by a due commixtion of Pref- 
byters therewith, as a fit means to avoid Corruptions, Partialities, 
Tyrannies, and other Evils which may be incident to the adminis» 
tration of one tingle Perſon : which kinde of attempored Epiſes- 
pacy, or Preſidency, if it ſhall by your Majeſties grave Wiſdome and 
racious Moderation, be in ſuch manner conſtitated (as that the 
— and other like Evils, may be certainly preven- 
ted ) we ſhall humbly ſubmic thereunto. And in order to an 
happy Accommodation in this weighty Bufineſs, we defire humbly 
to offer to your Majeſty ſome of the Particulars, which we conceive 
were amiſs in the Epiſcope!-Government, as it was praiſed before 
the year, 1640. As, — f 
1. The great extent of the Biſbops Disceſ, which was much too 
large for his own perlonal Inſpection, wherein he took a perſonal 
Charge over the Souls of all thoſe within his Biſhoprick; which 
burden muſt needs be granted tobe too heavy forany one man's 
ſhoulders, the Paſtoral Office being a work of Perſonal Miniſtra- 
tion and Truſt, and that of che higheſt Concernment to chic Sbuls 
of the People, for which they are to give an account to Chrift. | 
2. That by reaſon of this diſability to diſcharge their Duties aud 
Truſts perſonally , the Biſhops: did depute the Adminiſtration of 
much of their Truſt, even in matters of Spiritaal cognizance to 
Commiſſeries , Cbancellors, and Officials, whereof ſome are Secular 
perſons, and could not adminiſter that Power which originally 
pertaineth tothe Officers of the Church. | 
3. That thoſe Biſhops who affirm, The Epiſcopal Office to be 4 
dijtind Order by Divine Right, from that of the Presbyter ; did aſ- 
ſume the ſole Power of Ordinati-n and Furiſdi&ion to themſelves. 
4+ That ſome of the Biſhops exerciſed an Arbitrary power, as by 
fending forth their Articles of Viſitation, inquiring unwarrantably 
as | into 


( 
into ſeveral things, and Swearing che: Cburcb-wardens to Pre- 
ſent accordingly; So alſo by many Innovations and Ceremonies im- 
poſed upon Miniſters and Peeple, not required by Law. 
Fer the reforming of theſe Evils, we firſt" crave leave to offer ' \ 
to your Majeſty £150 | 

1. The late moſt Reverend Primate of Ireland his Redudlion of 
Epiſcopecy, unto the Form of a Synodical (Fovernment,. received in 
the Ancient Church as # Ground-work cowards an Arcemmoda- 
tion and Fraternal- Agreement, in this point of Ecclefiaitical Genera- 
ment; which we rather do, not only in regard of his eminent 
Piety and fingular Abilities, as in all other parts of Learning, fo 
in that eſpecially of the Antiquities of the Church 5 but alfo, becauſe 
therein Expedients are offered towards the Healing of theſe Grie- 
Dances. | 

2. And in order to the fame End,we further humbly deſire, That 
the Suffragaus Chorepiſtopi; mentioned in the Primate's RednGion, 
may be Choſen by the riſped ive Synads, and by that Election may be 
ſufficiently Autborix ed ro diſcharge their Truſt, and that the A 
ſociations may not be ſo Large as to make the Diſcipline * N 
or to take off the Miniſters from the reſt of their neceſſary Work. 

3. That no Oathes, or Promiſes of Obedience to the Biſhops „ not 
any unneceſſary Subſcriptions or Engagements be made Neceſſary to 
Ordination, Inſtitution, or Indudlion, Miniſtration, Communion, or Im- 
munitios of Miniſters, they being Reſponſible for any Tranſgreſſion 
of the Law : And that no Biſhop, nor any Ecclefiaſtical Governor, 
may at any time Exerciſe cheir Government by their private Vill or 
Pleaſure, but only by ſuch Rules, Canons and Conſtitutions, as ſhall 
be by Ad of Parliament ratified and eſtabliſned: And that ſuffi 
cient Proviſion may be made to ſeeure both Miniſters and People 
againſt the Rules of Arbitrary Government. | 1 4 

| Seccnlly, Liturgy. 

1. We are ſatisfisd in our Judgments concerning the Lawful- 
xeſs of a Liturgy, or Form of Worſhip, Provided it be for the Mat- 
ter agreeable to the Word of God, and fitly ſuited to the Nature of the 
ſeveral Ordinances and Neceſſities of the Church, neither too ted. 
ols in the whole, nor compoſed of too ſhort Prayers' or Reſponfals, 
not diſſonant from the Liturgies of the Refermed Churches; nor too 
rigorouſly impoſed, nor the Miniſter confined thereunto, but chat he 
may alſo make uſe of the Gifts for Prayer and Ebert atios which 


Chrift hath given him, for the Service and Ede ation of the Churcb. 
3 6 2. Inaſmuch 
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2. Inaſmuch as the Book of Common Prayer hath in it many 
things which are juſtiy eſfenſive, and need amendment; hath” been 
long diſcontinued, and very many, both Miniſters and people, and 
erſons of pious, loyal, and peacetble Minds, therein groary Ati 
ed; whereirpon if it ſhould be again impoſed,” will i 


inevitably fol- 
tow fad Pidiſions and widening of the Breaches which your "Majeſty 
is endeavouring to bea! : We do moſt humbly offer to your Ma- 
fties Wiſdome, that for preventing of ſo great Kvils, and for ſetling 
the Church in Vnity and Peace, ſome Learned, Godly and Moderate 
Divines of both Perſwaſions, in differently choſen, may be.imploy- 
ed to Compile ſuch a Form as is before Deſcribed, as much as may be 
in Scripture- Words; or at leaft to Reviſe and effectually Reform the 
Ola, together with an Addition or Inſertion of other V arying Forms 
in Scriprure-pbraſe, to be uſed at the Minifters choice; of which Va- 
riety and Liberty there be Tuſt ances in the Book ef Common Prayer. 

N IT Thirdly, Concerning Ceremonies. | . 
We humbly Repreſent, T hat we hold our ſelves obliged in E- 
very part of Divine W 1165 to 40 All Things Decently, in Order, and 
to Edification, and are willing therein to be determined by Authy- 
rityin ſuch things as being 'meerly cireumſtantial; are common to 
Human Ad ions, and are to be ordered by the. Light of Nature, and 
Humane Prudence, according to the general Rules of the Word , 
which are alwaies to be obſerved, 

And as to divers Ceremonies formerly retained in the Church of 
England, we do in all humility offer to your Majeſty theſe enſuing 
Conſide rat ions. ˖ | -90I'Y 63G 
That the Verſbip of God is in it ſelf Pure, and herfet, and De- 
cent, without having any ſuch Ceremonies affixed thereunto 3 for did 
they contribute any thing ro chat neceflary Decenty which the 
Apoſtle requires, we might expe&tto meet with them in the Apo- 
ſtles time, there being no Reaton to iuduce us to the uſe of them, 
which might not have induced them ei ennie 
That the Lord hatch declared Himſelf in the matters that con- 
cern his Werſhip, to be a Fealows God, and this Worſhrp-of His is cer- 
tainly then moſt pure, and moſt agreeable to the fimplicity of che 
Goſpel, and to his Holy and Fealows Eyes, when it hath teaſt of Ha- 
mane admixtures (in things of themſelyes' confeffedlpunneteflary' 
adjoyned and appropriated thereunto. "Upon thefe accounts ma- 
7 faithful Servants of the Lord knowing his Word to be a*perfett 

ule, of Faith and Worſhip (by which they muſt judge of 'his . 


tance 


— 
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rexce of their Services, and muſt be chemfelves judg?d ) have ever 
been exceeding fearful of varying. from his M iſh and of the danger 
ofdiſpteafing him by additions or detratiions in ſuch Duties, where- 
in they muft. daily expect the communication of his Grace and 
comfort; eſpecially in ſeeing theſe Ceremonies have been impoſed * 
and urged upon ſuch Confiderations as draw too near to the figni- 
ficacy and Moral efficacy of Sacraments themſelves, that they have 
together wich Popery been rejected by many of the Reformed 
Churches abroad; amongſt whom, notwithſtanding, we doubt not 
but the Lord is Worſhipped decently,orderly,and in the beauty of Holi- 
lineſs : Aud ever fince the Reformation they have been a matter of 
Contention and endleſs Diſpute in this Church, and have been a 
cauſeof depriving the Church of the fruit and benefit they might 
havereaped from the labors of many learned and godly Divines, 
ſome of whom judging them unlawful , others inexpedient, were 
in Conſcience unwilling to be brought under the power of them; 
And they have occafioned through the offence taken at them by 
many of the people heretofore great ſeparation in our Church, and 
ſo have rather prejudiced than promoted the Unity thereof: And 
at this time by reaſon of their long diſuſe, may be more likely than 
ever heretofore to produce the ſame inconvenience. And 

are at beſt indifferent, and in their nature muteble : And that it is 
(eſpecially in various Exigencies ofthe Chnrch_) very needful and 
expedient, that things in themſelves mutable, be ſometimes adu- 
ally changed, leſt they ſhould, by perpetual permanency and Conſtant 
aſe, be judged by the people as neceſſary as the Subſtaxtials of 
Worſrip themſelves. And though we do moſt heartily acknow- 
kdge your Majcſty to be Cuſtos utriuſque Tabula, and to be ſupream 
Governor over «ll Perſons, and in all Things and Cauſes, as well Ec- 
Clefiaſtical Civil, in theſe your Majefties Dominions; yet we hum- 
bly crave leave to beſeech your Majeſty to confider, Whether, as 
a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, you be not as well obliged by that doctrine 
of the holy Apoſtle, touching things indiſferent, in not occafioning 
offence to weak, Bretbren, as the Apoſtle himſelf (then one of the 
higheſt Officers in the Church of Chriſt) judged himſelf to be ob- 


liged by? and whether the great Work, wherein the Lord hath in- 
truſted your een be not rather to provide by your ſacred Au- 
thoricy, that the things which are neceſſary by Divine Command 
in Gods Worſhip, ſhould be duly performed, than that things un- 
neflary ſhould be made by humane command neceſſary and penal? 
x | | And 
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And how greatly pleafing will it be to the Lord, that your Maje- 
ſties heart is ſb l religiouſly — — ſuch of 
kis poor Servants, differing in ſome matters, who prefer the pe. 
of their Conſtiences in God's Worſhip, above their own civil con- 
cernments whatſoever. | | F nb 

May it therefore pleaſe yoyr Majeſty out of your Princely Care 
for the healing of our Breaches, graciouſly to grant, That Kneel- 
ing at the Lords Supper, and ſuch Holy Daies, as are but of humane 
Inſtitution, may not be impoſed upon ſuch as do conſeienciouſly 
ſcruple the obſervation of them. And that the uſe of the Surplice, 
and Creſs in . „ and Bowing at the Name of Feſw ( rather 
chin Chriſt or Emmanuel, or any other names whereby the Divine 
Perſon, or either of the other Divine Perſons is denominared ) 
maybe Aboliſhed. Theſe things being in the judgment of the Impo- 
ſers themſelves, but indifferent and. mutable; and in the judgment 
of others, « Rock of Offence 3 and in che judgment of all, not tobe 
valued with the peace of the Church, We likewiſe repreſent to your 
Majeſty, that divers Ceremonies (which we conceive have no foun- 
dation in the Law of the Land) as ereGing Altars, Bowing towards 
them, and ſuch like, have not only been introduced, but in ſome 
places impoſed, whereby an Arbitrary power was uſurped, divers 
Miniſters of the Goſpel (though conformable to the eſtabliſhed 
Ceremonies ,) troubled, tome reverend and learned Biſhops offen- 
ded, Proteſtants grie ved, and the Papiſts pleaſed, as hoping theſe In- 
novations might make way to greater changes. 

May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty, in ſuch waies as your 
Royal Wiſdome ſhall judge meet, effe&ually to preventthe 1 
fing and uſing ſuch Innovations for the future; that ſo ectoriieng 
to the pious intention of your Royal Grandfather (King Fames 
of bleſſed memory) the publick Worſhip may be free, not only 
from blame, but trom ſuſpition. s | 

In obedience to. your Majeſties Royal Pleaſure fagnified to us, 
we have tendered to your Sacred Majeſty , what we humbly con- 
ceive may moſt conduce to the Glory of God, to the Peace and 
Reformation of the Church, and to the taking away, not only our 
Differences, but the roots and caufes of them. We humbly beg 
your Majeſties favourable Acceptante of theſe our loyal and con- 
tciencious Endeavours to ſerve the Church of Chriſt; and your 
Ma jeſties gracious Pardon, if in any thing or expreſſion we 'anfwer 
not your Majeſties e before your M | 
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and before the Lord the Searcher of all hearts, that we have done. 
nothing out of ſtrife aud vain-glory, ot emulation, but have'ſn- 
cerely offered what we apprehend moſt feaſonable, as conducing 
to that happy end of Unity and Peace, which your Majeſty do:h ſo 
den proſecute. We humbly lay ourſelves , and theſe our Ad- 
es, at your Majeſties feet; profeſſigg our unfeigned Reſolution, 
to live and die your Majeſties real, fannt , and obedient Subjects: 
And humbly implore your gracious Majeſty , according to your 
Princely Wiſdom and Fatherly Compaſſion, to lay your Hands up- 
on the bleeding Rents and Diviſions that are aufbng us, that there 
may be an healing of them. So ſhall your Throne be greater than 
the Throne of your Fathers; and in your daies the Righteous ſhall 
flouriſh, Peace run down like a River, and the Generations to 
teme ſhall call you Bleſſed. 
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May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


O great was the Comfort created in our mindes by your Ma- 
ieſtics oft cxprefied Reſolution, to become the Effetiual Mo- 
derator in our Differences, and your ſelf to bring us together, 
by procuring ſuch mutual condeſcentions as are neceſſarie thereto ; 
and alſo by yourgraciuw Acceptance of our Propoſals, which your 
Majeſty heardand received, not onely without blame, but wich 
acknowledgement of their moderation; and as ſuch as would infer a 
Reconciliation between the differing Parties; That we muſt needs 
ſay, that the leaſt abatement of our hopes is much the more un- 
welcome and grievous to us, in finding ſo much of the propoſed 
neceſſarie means for our Agreement ( eſpecially in the point of 
Government) here paſſed by in your Majeſties Declaration, as if 
it were denicd us. 
But yet remembring the gracious.and encouraging Promiſes of 
our Majeſtie, and obſerving your Majeſties Clemencie in what is 
ere granted us, and your great Condeſcention in vouchſafingnot 
only ſo graciouſly to hear us in theſe our humble addreſſes and Re- 
queſts, but alſo to grant us the fight of our Declaration _— it . 
| refoive 
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reſoſv ed on, with libertie of 8 Additional Deſires, and 
hope that they ſhall not be rejected. We reaſſume our confidence, 
and comfortably expect, that what is not granted us in this Decla- 
ratiin that is reaſonable and necefſary to oug Agreement, ſnall yet be 
granted upon fuller confideration of the Equity of our Requeſts. | 
As our deſigns and defires are not for any worldly' Advantages 
or Digrities to our (elves, So have we not preſumed to meddle 
with any Civil Intereſt of your Majeſty , or any of your Officers, 
nor in matters of meer convenience, tocaſt our Reaſon into the hal- 
lanct aga inſt your Majeſties I rudence, But meerly to ſpeak for che 
Laws, and Worſhip, and Servents of the Lord, and for the Peace of 
our Cenſciences, and for the ſafety of our own and our Brethrens 
Souls, It lifts us up with joy to think what happy Conſequences 
will enſue, if your Majeſty ſhall entertain theſe healing nforions ; 
How happily our differences will be reconciled, and the exaſpera- 
ted minds of men compoſed ! How cemptations to contention and 
uncharitableneſs will be removed! How comfortably your Majeſty 
will reign inthe deareſt affections of your Subjects, and how firmly 
they will adhere to your Intereſt as their own ! How chearfully and 
vealonſly the united Parts and Intereſts of the Nation will conſpire 
to ſerve You ! What a ſtrength and honour a Kighteovs Magiftracy 
a Learned, Loyal, Holy Miniſtry, and a faithful, praying People will 
be to your Throne] and howir will be your glory to be King of the 
moſt Religious Nation in the World| that hath no conſiderable par- 
ties, but what are centred under Chrift in You. What a comfort it 
will be to rhe BiſPops and Paftors of the Church to be honoured and 
loved by all the moſt Religious of their Flocks, to ſee the ſucceſt of 
their labeurs, and the Beauty of the Church promoted by our C 
Concord, and Brethren to aſſemble and dwell together in unity, ſer- 
ving one Gd, according to one Rule, with one heart and mob. 
And on the contrary, ſhould we loſe the opportunity of our de- 
fired Reconciliation and Union,it aſtoniſherh us to foreſee what del. 
full effefis our drvifions would produce, which we will not fo muck 
as mention in partieular, leſt our words thould be mifunderitood; - : 
And ſeeing all this may be ſafely aud eaſily prevented, We 
humbly beſeech the Lord in mercy to vouchſafe to your Majefty, 
an heart to diſcern aright of Time and Judgment. * 
And as theſe are our general ends and motives, So we are indu- 
ced to inſiſt upon the Form of a Synodical Government , conjunct 


with a fixed Preſidency or Epiſcopacy,for _— Reaſons. = | 
. : 2 1. 6 
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1. We have reaſon to believe that no other terms Ave, ge- 
nerally agreed on, and it is no way injurious to Epiſcopal Power, 
- but moſt firmly eſtabliſheth all in it that can pretend to Dieine 
Authority, or r e It grantech them much more than 
Reverend Biſhop Hull in his Peace-maker, and many others of that 
judgment do require, who would have accepted of the fixing of the 
Preſident for Life, as ſufficient for the reconciliation of the Churches. 
2 Ir being agreeable to the Scripture and the primitive Govern- 
ment, is likelieft to be the way of a more uni uerſal Concord, if ever 
the Churches on Earth arrive to ſuch a blefling : However it will 

be moſt accptable to God, and well-informed Conſeiences. 
It will promote the practice of Diſcipline & Godllineſs without 
diſorder, and promote Order without hindering Diſcipline & Godlineſ. 
And it 15 not to be ſilenced (though in {ome reſpects we are 
loth to mention it) That it wil! ſave the Nation from the violation of 
the Solemn Vow and Covenant, without wronging the Church at all, or 
breaking any other Oath. And whether the Covenant were lawfully 
impoſed or not, we are aſſured from the nature of a Ve to God, 
and from the Caſe of Saul, Zedekiab, and others, that it would be a 
terrible thing in us to violace ic on that pretence. Though we are 
far from thinking that it obligeth us to any evil, or to go beyond 
our places & callings to do good, much L:{5sror-liit Authority, (to 
which it doth oblige us) yet doth it undoubtedly biu d us to forbear 
aur own conſent to thoſe luxuriances of Church-Government which 
we there renounced, and for which no divine Lajtitution can be pre- 
tended. Not preſuming to meddle with the C:nſciences of thoſe ma- 
ny of the Nobility and Gentry, and others, that adkefed to this late 
Majefty in the late unbappy Wars, ho at their Compeſition took this 
Vow and Covenant. We only crave your Majeſties clemency to our 
ſelves and others, who believe chemfelves to be under its obliga- 
tions. And God forbid that we that are the Miniſters of the Wark of 


Truth thould do any thing to encourage your Majeſties Subjects to 
caſt off the Conſciexce of an Oath. Till che Covenant was decried 
as an Almanach out. of date, and its obligation taken to be aul, that 
edious Fad could never have been perpetrated againſt your Royal 
Father, nor your Majefty have been ſo long expulſed from your 
Dominĩons. And the obligation of the Covenant upon the conſciences 
of the Nation, was not the weakeſt Inſtrument of your Return. We 


therefore humbly beſeech your Cape (with aan importunity 
than we think we ſnould do for our lives) That you would have 


mercy 
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The Reſtauration of Diſcipline in the particular Churches, and of 
the Paſtors to the exerciſe of their Office therein, and of Synogs for 
neceſſary Conſultation and Communion of Churches, and of the 
primitive Preſidency or Epiſcop4c) , for the avoiding of aliſhew of In- 
novation and Diſorder, is that which we hymbly offer as the Remedy, 
Beſeeching your Majeſty, that if any thing aſſerted ſeem unproved,. 
an impartial Conference in your Majefties hearing may be allowed 
us in order to a juſt Determination. | 


Concerning the preamble of your Majeſties Declaration, we preſunre 
enely te tender theſe Requeſts, 


1. That we are perſwaded it is not in your Majeſties thoughts»: 
to intimate that we are guilty of the Offences which your Majeſty 
here reciteth;Sowe hope it will rather be a Motive to the haſtning 
the Nations Cure, that our unity may prevent Man's temptations 
of that nature for the time to come. 7 

2. Though we have profeſſed our willingneſs to ſubmit to the 
Primitive Epiſcepacy and Refermed Liturgie, hoping it may prove 
an Expedient to an happy Union; yet have we expreſſod our diſ- 
like of the Prelacy and preſent. Liturgie, while unreformed. And 
though Sacriledge and unjuſt Alienation of Cburch-lands, is athing 
that we deteſt, yet wherher in ſome caſes of truꝶ Superſtuitj of Re- 
venues, or true Neceſfity of the Church , there may not be an Aliens- 
tion which is no Sacriledge? And whether the Kings and Parlia- 
ments have been guilty of this Crime that have made ſome Aliea- 
ations, are Points of high concernment., of which we never had a 
Call to give our Judgment; And therefore humbly beſcech Bel 

| | Majeſty: 
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Majeſty, chat concerning theſe Matters, we may not to our pre- 
Judice be otherwiſe underſtood, than as we have before and — 
\ Mga as your Majeſty bath here vouchſafed us your Gracious 
Acknowledgment of our. Moderation, it may never, be ſayd, that a 
iniſter and People of ſuch moderate printiplet, conſenting to Pri 
mitive Epiſcopacy and Liewgy, could not be received into the Set. 
tlemem and covntenauced Body of Your People, nor poffeſs their fa- 
tons in the Church, and Liberty in the Pnblick Worſhip of God. 

4. And whereas ic is expreſſed by your Majeſty, That the EL 
ſence and Foundation of Epiſcopacy may be preſerved,though rhe Extent 
of the Furiſd idlios may be altered; This is to us a ground of hope, 
that ſeeing the greatning or leſſening of Epiſcopa/ power is in your 
Majeſties Jadgment bur a marter of convenience, the Lord will 

ut it into your heart to make ſuch Alteration in che alterable 
oints, as the Satisfaction of rhe Couſciences of ſober men, and 
the Healing and Union of the Churches do require. 

And as to our Plea for Primitive Epiſcopacy; the Offices and. 
Ordinances of Chriſt muſt be ftill diſtinguiſhed from the alter- 
able accidents ; though we plead not for the Primitive Poverty, Per- 
ſecution, or Keffraints, yet mult we adhere to the Primitive Order, 
and Verſbip, and Adminiſtrations in the ſubſtance, as believingthat 
the eircumſtantiating of them is much committed unto man, but 
to Inſtitute the Offices and Ordinances, is the high Prerogative of 
Chriſt, the Univerſal King and Law-giver of the Church. 


Concerning the Matter of your Majeſties Conceſſons, as related 
to our Propeſels. 


1. We knmbly renew our Petition to your Majefty for the cf« 
fectual ſecuring of thoſe premiſed necearies,winch are the matter 
of our chiefeſt care, and whereunto the controverted Points ſub- 
ſerve, Viz. | | 
1. That private Exerciſes of Piety may be encouraged. 
2. That an able faithful Miniſtry may be kept up, and the in- 
ſufficient, negligent, and non · reſident and ſcandalous caft out. 
3. That a credible profeſſion of Faith and Obedience be pre- 
required of Communicants. Py 1 nn 
4 That the Lords day may be appropriated to holy Exerciſes, 
without unneceffary devertiſements. . n u 
« - ; 4 dc For 


1. For Church-Government :"In this your Majeſties Declaration, 
Periſþ-Diſcipline is not ſuſficiently granted us; Inferior, Synods 
wich their Preſidents are paſſad by: and the Biſhop, which your 
Majeſty here declareth for, is not Epiſcepu praſes, but Epiſcepas 
Princes; endued with ſole Power bath of Ordination and - Juriſ- 
dition : For though it be ſayd, The Brſhop ſhall de nothing without 
the Adviſe of the Precbyters, yet their Conſent is not made neceſſary, 
but he may go contrary. e Counſel of them all. And this Ad- 
vice is not to be given by Me Dioceſan Syned, or any other Repreſen- 
tati ves of che Clergy, but by the Dean and Chapter, and fo many, and 
ſuch others as he Py to call. In all which there being nothing 
yeilded ns, which is ſuſticient to the deſited Accommodetion and 
Union; we humbly prolecute our Petit ion to your Majeſty, That the 
Primitive preſidency, with their reſpective Suede deſcribed is 
late Reverend Primate of Irland, may be the Form of Church-Go- 
verument eſtabliſhed among us, at leaſt in theſe three ncedful Points. 
1. That the 'Paffors of che reſpetive Pariſhes may be allowed 
not only publickly ro Preach, but perſonally to Catechiſe, or orher- 
wiſe Injtrud the ſeveral Families (admitting none to the Lord's 
Table, that have not perſonally owned their Baptifmal Covenant, 
by a credible profeſſion. of F aich. and Obedience ) and to Admo- 
niſh and Exbort the Scandal, in order to their Kepentance, to hear 
the Witneſſes and che accuſed party, and to appoine. fir Times, and 
Places for cheſe Things: And to deny ſuch perſons the Communion 
of the Church, and the holy: Eucharift, that remain Impenitent, 
or that wilfully refuſe to come to their aſfers to be Iaſtruded, ox to 
Anſwer ſuch probable Ace ſatious, and ta continue ſuch Excluſion of 
them till they have made a credible profeſſion of their Repentance,l 
and then to receive them again to the Communion of the Church 
Provided there be place for due Appeals to 'Fuperi,r Power. Al 
this we beſcech your Majeſty to Expreſꝭ, under your Fiftb Com- 
#eſton, becauſe it is to us of very Weight, and the Rubrick 
is unſatis factory, to which we are referred. 9 
2. That all the Paſtors of each Rh Deaury, having a ſtated 
Preſident choſen by themſelves ( if your Majeſty pleaſe to grant 
them that liberty) may meet once a Monch „ and may receive 
Preſentments of all ſuch perſons, as notwithſtanding Suſpents 
from Communion of the Church,continue impenitent, and unrefor- 
med; and having further admoniſhed them, may proceed to the 
Sentence of ſolemn Excemmunication, if after due patience they can- 
| not 
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not prevail: And may receive the Appeal 


of thoſe that conceive 


themſelves injuriouſly ſuſpended, and may decide the Cauſe. Or (if 
this cannot be attained) at leaſt, that the Paſtors of cach' Rural 


Deaury, with their Preſident, may ha ve power to meet monthly, and 
receive all ſuch Preſentments and Appeals, and judge whether they 
are fit to be tranſmitted to the Dioceſan or not: And to call before 
them and admoniſh the Offenders ſo preſented ; yet if the Preſent- 
ments againſt Magiſtrates, and Miuiſt e reſolved only to the 
Dioceſan Synod, and their Appeals irh ely put in, we ſhall 
therein ſubmit to your Majetlies teafures ud, el ü ionen 
3. That a Dioceſan Smd, couſiſting of the Delegates of the ſeve- 
ral Rural Synods be called as often as need requireth; and that with- 
out the conſent of thè major part of them, the Dioceſan may not 
ordain or exerciſe any Spiritual Cenſures on any of the Miniſters; 
nor Excommunicate any of the people but by che conſent of che 
Synod, or of the Paſtors of the particular Pariſhes, where they had 
Communion. And that not only Chancellors, but alſo Archdeacons, 
Commiſſaries and Officials ( as ſuch) may paſs no Cenſures purely 
ſpiritual, but for the exerciſe of civil Government, coercively by 
ul&s; or corporal Penalties, by er- derived from your Maje- 
ſty, as Supream over Perſons and Things Eceleſiaſtical, we preſume 
not at all to interpoſe, but thall ſubmit to any that act by your 
Majeſties Commiſhon. 
Our Keaſons for the firſt part of Diſcipline, Viz. In particuler 
Pariſhes, are chef. FE. 
lt is neceſſary to the honour of the Chriſtian profeſſion, ta the 
integrity of Worthip, tothe deſtruction of Impiety and Vice, to the 
preſervation of the Sound, the raiſing them that are fallen, the 
comforting of the penitent, the ſtrengthning of che weak, the pu- 
rity, order, ſtrength and beauty of our Churches, the Unity of 
Believers, and the pleaſing of Chriſt who hath required it by his 
Laws: And withall it's agreeable to the ancient Canons and pra- 
Aice of the Churches; and is conſented tu by our Reverend Bre- 
thren, and ſo is no matter of cont roverſie now between us. 
Tet is not the Rubrick Satis factory to which we are referred. 
1. Becauſe it leaves the people at liberty, whether they will let 
us know oftbeir intention to communicate, till the night or miorn- 
ing before, and allowethuus then only to admonith tliem; hen in 
great Pariſhes cis impoſſible ſor wait of time. 
. 5 1 td "1 2. 


3 n 
2. Becauſe it alloweth us to deny the Sacrament to 
that ma liciouſly refaſe reconciliation with their 


only to adwonuhotherfcandalous ſinners to forbear 3 
Canon forbid us to deliver them the Sacrament. 4 Rott 50 


The Reaſons why we inſiſt en the ſecond Propoſal, are theſe : l 
It being agreed on between us, that the younger, leſs diſsreeter 


G 


ſort of Miniſters are. unfic to paſs the ſentence of Ez 
without advice and moderation by others; And every Church is 
not like to be provided with grave, diſcreet, judicious Guides z che 
neceſſity of theſe frequent leſſer Synods for ſuch moderation, and 
advice, and guidance, will appear by theſe two general Exvidences; 
1. It is the very nature and ſubſtance of the Office of 4 Presbyter 

to have the power of the Keys for binding or looſing, retaining, or 
remitt ing fn ; which therefore together, or apart, as there ig Qaca- 
hon, they are bound to exerciſe. And chis being the Iuſtica ion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, cannot be altered by man. Int heir Ordination, at» 
cording tothe eſtabliſhed Order in Exglaud, it is ſayd | Whoſs fans 
thou dojt remit they are remitted, whoſe fins thou dojt retain they are re- 
tained, | And they are commanded to miniſter the Doctrine, Sacra- 
ments, and Diſcipline of Chriſt as the Lard hath commanded, and 
as this Realm hath received the ſame, as expreſly as the Biſhops are. 
And as che late Primate of Ireland obſerveth in his Reduction, that 
they may the better underſtand what the Lord hath commanded', 
che Exhortation of S. au to the Elders of the Church of RH 
is appointed to be read to them at the time ot their Ordination: 
Ta beed to your ſelves, and to all the Flock over whichtbt Holy Get 
bath made yu Overſeers, to feed (or rule ) the Cengregation af G 
which be bath 2 with his blood. And it isapparent in this A. 
20. 1718,28. 4k 14.23. 4d. 15. —-1 Tbeſ. 5. 1213. 1 Tim. 3,4. 1 Tax. 
5. 17. Heb. 13.7, 17, 24. and other places, that it is che Ofhee of a 
Presbyter to over ſee; nule, and guide the Flock with that Miniſte- 
ral Rule which conſiſteth in the exerciſe of the Keys, or manage- 
ment, or ——— — Gods Word to the conſciences 
and cafes of particulay perſons, for their ſalvation, and order of 
che Church ; the Coercive power belouging tothe Magiſtrate. And 
this was the practice of che ancient SIO — a y — 
ably in Ignatius, Tertullian, Cyprian, Ferome, Chryſaji ome, &. Camel. 
— yo 4 Can. 22, 23, 29, 32, 335536, 7. And is conſeſſad hy dhe 
hi Difenders of * 4 edis 4 1 
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(18) . 
H. If all Preſentments and Appeals be made to the Biſhop andhis 
alone, it will cake from us che Pariſh-Diſcipline, (which 
is granted us) and caſt almoſt all Diſcipline out of che Church; as 
is moſt apparent to them, that by experience ate acquainted wit h 
the quality of our Flocks, and the true natwe of the Paſtoral 
work, confidering, 

1. How many hundred Churches are in a Dioceſs. 

2. How many thouſand perſons are in many Pariſhes; and of 
thoſe, what a number are obſtinate iu wilful groſs ignorance or ſcan- 
dal, — co be inſtructed or admoniſhed by their Paſtors. 

3. Hob long, and earneſtly, and tenderly, finners mutt be dealt 
wich, before they are cut off bo Solemn Excommunication. 

4. How unlatisfaQtory it muſt be to the conſcience ofa Biſhop or 
Synod, to cut off a man es impegitent,upon the bare ___ of a Mi- 
niſter, before they have upon full admonition proved him impeni- 
tent themſelves, eſpecially when too many Miniſtevs are (to ſay no- 
thing of paſſion that may cauſe partial aceuſation) unable fo to ma- 
nage a reproof and exhortation,as is neceſſary to work on the con- 
{ciences of the People, and to con vict Reſiſters of flat Impentiencie. 

5. What abundance of work the Biſhop will ha veſ( beſides conſtant 
preaching, which will require time for preparation) viſiting the ſe- 
-.veral Churches, confirming all che ſouls in ſo many hundred Pa- 
riſhes (which alone is more than any one man can do aright, if be 
had nothing elſe to do) Ordaining, Inſticming and Examining the 
perſons ſo far as toſatisſie a tender conſcience( that takes not all on 
truſt from others, and is but the execuror of ochers Judgments : ) 
Theſe and much more, with a care of Church-building, Lands,and 
his own Affairs and Family, and ſickneſſes, and neceſſary abſence 
ſomerimes,willmakechis great additional work(which mult be con- 
2 for ſo many hundred Pariſhes ) to be impoſſible. 

6. Reproofs and ſuſpenſion will ſo exaſperate the ſeandalous, 
that they will vex the Paſtors with numerous Appeals. | 

7. The Paſtors will be undone by travelling and waiting, and 
maintaining ſuch mulcitude of witneſſes, as is neceflary for the pro- 
r* of Preſentments, and anſwering the Many Appeals. 

8. The buſineſs will be ſo odious, chargeable and troubleſome, 
that witneſſes will not come in. 

9. The Miniſter by theſe. proſecutions and attendances, will be 
taken off the reſt of his miniſterial work. 1, Atzaty 
10. Biſhops being but men, will be tempted by this n 

: urt hen 


(i090 ' 
burthen, to be weary of che work, and flubber it over, and caſt it up» 
on others, and to diſcountenance the moſt conſtionable Minifters 


that moſt trouble them with preſentments: which when the _ 

perceve,they wil the more inſule,and vex us with Appeals: S 

the diſcouragements of the Minifters,and the wtterincapacity ofthe 

Biſhops to perform a quarter of this work, will nullifie Diſeipline, as 

leaving it impoſſible, Experience hath told us this too long. 
And then when our Communion is thus polluted with all that 

are moft incapable through ignorance, Scandal, and contempt of 


Piet | | 
Miniſters will be deterred from their Adminiſtrations to ſub- 


je&s ſo uncapable. | 
2. Biſhops that are tender-conſcienced, will be deterred from im- 


dertaking ſo impoſſible a work, and of fo ill ſucceſs. 
3. And men chat have leaſt tenderneſs of conſcience, and care 
of touls, and fear of Gods diſpleaſure, will ſeek for and intrude in- 


to both places. 5 
4. And the tender- conſcienced people will be tempted to ſpeak 
cers, and to 


hardly of ſuch undiſciplinꝰd Churches, and of the 
withdr 


| 
raw from them. | 
5. And hereby they will fall under the diſpleaſure of Suporiors, 


and the ſeorn of the Vulgar, that have no religion, but what 'is 
ſubſervient to their fleſh. n+? 
6. And ſo whileſt the moſt pious are brought under difcountes 
nance and reproach, and the moſt impious get the reputation of 
being moſt regular and obedient to their Rulers; Piety ir ſelf will 
row into diſeſteem, and impiety eſcape its due diſgrace. Aud this 
ach been the cauſe of our e | | ; 
II. 4s % Liturgie. It is matter of very great joy arid thankful ces 
to us, that we have heard your Ma jeſtie more aha once ſo reſolut 
promiſing, that none d ſuffer for not uſing the Common-pray- 
er and Ceremonies; but you would ſecure them from the penalties 
inthe Act for Uniformity, as that — — Declaration at Breds 
intended: And to find here ſo much of your Majefties Clemencis. 
in your gracious conceffion for a future Emendation. But we hum 
bly crave leave co acquaint your Majeſtic, © © 10-30 423K 
1. That it greives us after all, to hear that ic is given in charge 
by the Judges at the Aﬀizes to indite men upon that Ac, for not 
uling the Common- prayer. "UND ug hdg 
2. That it is not onely ſome obſolete words, and other 
ons hat are offene. hen 5 
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, That many feruple, uſing fome par of che Bock us it is, len 
they be guilty of countenancing the Whole, yet would uſe it when 


Therefore we bumbly crave, that your Majeſty would here de- 
clare, that it ig your MajcRlcs pleaſure , that none be pimifhed or 


troubleti for not uling the Book of Common prayet, til it be effettu- 
ally retomed, by Divines of both perſwaſions equafly deputed ther- 
unto... Andthat Err Majeſty will procure that moderation in the 
impolition hereafter, which we before deſited. 
III. Concerning, Ceremonies. deere our humble thanks for 
your Majeſties gracious Conceſſions (of which we are afſured you 
will never have cauſe to repent :) We further crave, | 

1. That your Majeſty will leave out choſe words in your Decla- 
ration, concerning us | That we do not in our ede believe 
che practiſe of thoſe parciculat Ceremonies which we accept againſt 
to be in it ſelf unlawful ] for we have not ſo declared our Jadg⸗ 
ments. Indeed, we have ſayd, That treating in order to an hap- 
py uniting of our Brethren through the Land; our work is not ce 
lay, what is our own opinion, or what will ſatisfie us, but what 
will ſatisge lo many as may procure the ſayd Union. Aud we have 
fayd, that ſome think chem flacly unlaꝶ ful, ſome but inconven'. 
ent; ſome think ſome of them unlawful in themſelves, and others 
but in convenient; and while tht Impeler thinks chem but ytidiffe- 
rent, we conceived they mig hit reaſonably be entreated to let them 
go, for the ſaving oftheir Brethreus conſciences, and the Churches 
peace. We are ſure that a Chriſtians conſcience fhould be render 
of adding to, or dimiuiſhing from the matter of Gods Worſhip in 
the n e The Laws of God bein herein the only perfest 

ule, Dent. 12. 32. And cliac Synod infallibly guided by the Holy 

hoſt, would lay upon che Churches no other burden burneceſſary 
things, 48.15.28. Aud that for things indifferent, Chriſtiaus mould 
not deſpiſe or judge each other, Rom. 14. Much lefs by filencin' 

the able and iche Ministers of the Goſpel, to puniſn the F lock 
even in theix Souls, for 355 4 55 differences and fappoſed mi- 
fakes of Mindfters. We oubt not but Peter and Pay went to Hes. 
ven without the Ceremonies in queſtion. | 

And ſceing your Majeſty well expreſſeth it L That the Univerſal 

Church cannot — — one Ceremony in the worſhip of God that 


to Gods Word, expreſſed in the Scriptures. ] And mul- 
citudes o 


the Proteſtants at home and abroad do think t ta I My- 


* Trical 


£ 
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Rice}, Sacramental Rites-OF humauc Inftiturion 4 are: Contrary to 
the very perfection of Gods Law, and to Dent. 12.32. &. 
the determination of meer circumitaq ces neceary in grvere be nut 
o) and therefore) dare not ue them for fturuſ che diſpleaſuet af 
God the Univerſal Soverengn; Ir muſt need be an enpreſſion of 
your Majeſties wiſdome, and tenderneis of Gods honour, and che 
fafety of your peoples fouls, to refuſe in thiugs u 7 to 
drive men upon apprehended fin, and upon the rat h of Gad, and 
the ter tors of a condemned cohſtien cg... od Dom ore 

2. We beſeech your 2 underſtand , that iti ãs not aur 
meaning by the word | Aboliſimg ] to cmve a prohibirion againſt 

our own, and other mens liberty ii the things in queſtion . But it 
is a full liberty we deſire, ſuch as ſhould be in unneceſſary things, 
and ſuch as will tend to the concord of your people, Vis. Thar 
there be no La nor Canon fut or againſt them, commanding,-re» 
commending, or probhibiting them Bs no chere is none for any 
particular geſture i finging of Pſalms, here liberty preſe rveth 
an uninterrupted Unity. » 


For the parti cular Ceremonies. . Wi 


I. We humbly cave, as to Kneeling, in the Act of receiving 
the Lords Supper, that your Majeſty will declare à Liberty 
therein, chat none ſhall be troubled for receiving it ſanding, 
or fitting. © And your Majeſties Expreſſions [ upon Reaſons 
beft (if not only ) known te our ſelves ] commands us to 
render ſome of our Reaſons. rid IWA 
1. We are ſure Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſinned not, by nos 
receiving it kneeling; and many are not ſure, that by kneek- 
ing they ſhould not ſin : And therefore for the better ſecu- 
rity,” though not for abſolute neceſſity, we crave leave td take 
the ſafeſt fille. . 0 £8 Joh W OH BAS URI? 
Www 115 LC: 5 C5 7 TT, ö , ; Re 07's. BB 
2. We are ſure that Kneeling in any Adoration” at all in 
any Worſhip on any Lords day in the year, or any Week 
— — Eaſter and Penticoft , was not only diſ-uſe — 
adden by General Councils; (as Conchl. Nicen. 1 CG 
20. 'Concil. Trull. cc.) and diſelaimed by Ancient Writers 
and rhis as x general uncontrolled  Tradition'” and cherefore - 
that 


(22) 
that Kneeling in the — — ini . is, 2 Novelty contra 
to the Decrees and practice of the Chu — —.— — 
after the Apoſtles. And if we part with the venerable Examples of 
all Antiquity, where it agrees with Scripture, (and chat for no- 
thing ) we ſhall depart from che Terms which moſt Moderators 
n 


eceſſary for the reconciling of the Churches; and Novelty 
is a Diſhonor to any part of Religion. And if Antiquity be ho- 
norable , the moſt ancient and neareſt the idaction and Foun- 
tain, muſt be moſt honorable : and it is not ſafe to intimate a 
Charge of Unreverence upon all the Apoſtles and primitive 
Chriſtians, and the univerſal Church, for ſo many hundred 
years together of its pureſt time. ; | | 


3. Though our meaning be good, it is not good to ſhew. a 
needleſs countenanee of t ractice of Adoring the Bread as 
God, when it is uſed by Papifts round about us. Sayth Biſho 
Hal in his Life, p. 20. I bed « dangerow Conflict with a Sorbouitt, 
who teck occafion by our kneeling at the receit of, the Euchariſt, to 
perſwade all the company of our Acknowledgment of « Trenſub- 


ſtantiation. 


4. Some of us that could rather kneel than be deprived of the 
Communion, fhould yet ſuffer much before we durſt put all 
others from the Communion that durſt not take it kneeling ; 
which therefore we crave that we may not be put upon. 


II. We humbly crave alſo, that the Religious obſervation 
of Holy daies of humane Inſtitution , my be declared to be 
left indifferent, that none be troubled for not obſerving 


them. 0 | 


ITI. We humbly tender your Majeſty our thanks for your 
racious Conceſſion of liberty as to the Croſs and Surplice , and 
— at the Name Feſw, rather than Chrift, or God: But we 


further humbly beſeech your Majeſty, 


1. That this liberty in forbearing the Surplice may extend te 
Colledges and Cathedrals alſo, that it drive not thence all thoſe 
that ſcruple it, and make thoſe places receptive onlyffor a party. 
And that the Youth of the Nation may have juſt liberty as well as 


the 


63) | 
ed in the Univerſities, and their Liberties 


the Elder. If they be ingag 
there mores thi be frees - 


inning , they cannot afterwa 
and many hopeful Gs will be elſe diverted from the Service . 


of the Church. 


2. That your Majeſtie wil endeavour the repeali ng of all Laws 
and Canons by which theſe Ceremonies are impoſed , that they 
may be left at full Liberty. 


We alſo tender our thanks to your Majeſtic for your 
Conceſſion of the forbearance of the Subſcription required by the 


Canon. But, 


1. We humbly acquaint your Majeſtic , that we do not diſſent 
from the Doctrine of the Church of Exg/and expreſſed in the Arti- 
cles and Homilies; but it is the controverted paſſages about Go- 
vernment, Liturgie and Ceremonies, and ſome rie and 

hraſes in the Doctrinal part, which are ſcrupled by thoſe whoſe 
iberey is defired. Not that we are againſt ſubſcribing the proper 
Rule of our Religion, or asy meet Confeſſion of Faich : Nor do we 
fcruplethe.Oaths of Allegiance and Supremaey: Nor would we 
have the door left open for Papiſts and Hereticks to come in. 


2. We take the boldneſs to ſay, that ſince we have had the pro- 
miſes of your gracious indulgence. herein, and upon divers Ad- 
dreſſes to your Ma jeſtie and the Lord Chancellor, had comfortable 
encouragement to expect our Liberty; yet cannot Miniſters pro- 
eure Inſtitution without renouncing their Ordination by Presby- 
ters, or being re- ordamed,; nor without Subſcription, and che 
Oath of Canonical Obedience. 8 n u 


We muſt obſerve wich fear and grief, that your Majeſties In- 
dulgence and Conceſſion of Liberty in this Declaration, extendeth 
not either to the abatement of Re- ordination, or of Subſcription 
at Ordination, or the Oath of Obedience to the Biſhops. | 


We therefore humbly and carneftly crave , that your Majeſty 
will declare your pleaſure, - £7 © + IN | 
_ 1. That Ordination and Inſtitution and Induction, may be con- 


ferred without the ſaid Subſcription or Oath. = 
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3 8 * 
. That none be urged to be re-ordained, or denied Iuſtitution 
for want of Ordination by Prelates, chat was ordained by Pres- 

3. That none be judged to have forfeited his Preſentation, or 
Benefice, or be deprived of iy for EI I HEIEIED 
39. that conta the/controverred points of Go t and; Ce- 
reMmonies. #\4+- W577 &- 1 (i. 


Laſtly. We humbly crave, that your Majeſtiewauld not qnely 

ne us this liberty, till che next Synady but il endeavour that 
the Synod be impartially choſen; aud that pour e 
pleaſed to endavour the procurement'of fuch Laws; as ſhall Be ne- 


" * 1 


deſſary for our ſecurity till the Synod, and for the ratiſication of 
moderate healing Coneluſions afterward;. And that nothing by 
nerr Canon be impoſed on us, without ſuch Statute-Laws of 


[/Partiamienc. . © 3 bit 
ens Sy! . tw 13T DES | - 1 PO Ws. a3 
Theſe favours (which will be in jurious to gone) if your people 


wi & sUhiti Is © 


Ron f obtain of your ' Majeſtic, it will revive their hearts to daily 
and earneſt Prayer for your proſperity , and co reioyce in the 
thankfulf acknowledgement of that gracious providence of Hea- 
ven, that hath bleſſed us in your Reſtauration , and put it into 
Jour Heart to hea! our breaches, and to have 2 — 
faichful people in your Dominions, who do not petition you 
for liberty to be Schiſmatical, Factious, Se dit ious, or abulite to 
any; but onely for leave to 3 rd chat Created and Re- 
n AW, by gras 7 
thortly judged to everlaſting Joy or Miſery - and it will excige 
them A, — unite them in che cheerfut ſervice of aur Majeſty, 
ich their Eſtates and lives, and to trauſmit your deferved Praiſe 
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